Morristown, NJ:  The Kings Super Markets of Morristown, Mendham, Chatham, Florham Park and Boonton, along with the Superfoodtown stores of Lake Hiawatha and Cedar Knolls raised over $7,000 for the Interfaith Food Pantry during the “Pantry Apple Program” in June. The program, spearheaded by Mary Ann Klejmont, Manager of Kings in Morristown and former trustee of the pantry, allows shoppers to purchase paper apples at the checkout registers in $1 or $5 denominations. Contributions are acknowledged by displaying the purchased apples at each store with the donor’s  name on it and 100% of the proceeds are donated to the Interfaith Food Pantry.
“We are always amazed at the generosity of the public, especially in these difficult economic times when everyone is being much more cautious on how they are spending their discretionary dollars”, said Carolyn Lake, Assistant Director of the Pantry. “The managers and employees of Kings and Foodtown worked really hard to encourage their customers to participate, and they really responded”, she said.
“It doesn’t come easy for a lot of people to ask for donations” said Mary Ann Klejmont, Store Manager of Kings in Morristown ”but I think our employees understand that not being able to afford enough food is devastating to anyone in that situation. Hunger is not just a health issue, but an emotional and moral one as well, and this program is our chance to make a difference in the lives of others” she said.
The Interfaith Food Pantry is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization helping Morris County families make ends meet by supplementing their groceries during times of need.  Most pantry clients are low-income working families and senior citizens living on fixed incomes. 

According to Lake, the pantry has distributed over 341,000 pounds of food during the first six months of this year:  a 21% increase over the same period last year.  According to Lake, rising and extended unemployment are a large contributing factor.  “This summer has been unusually busy”, she said. “Normally construction and landscaping jobs result in a decline in family visits, but that’s just not the case. In fact, we’ve seen a 35% increase in the number of visits to our facilities, and are now extending our hours to accommodate all the new people.” 
Morris County residents in need of assistance are usually referred through other agencies, such as the County Office of Temporary Assistance. Need is assessed during a one-on-one interview, during which residency and income is verified. Once someone qualifies for the program, they can return every two weeks or once per month and select food from various categories in quantities based on household size. Most of the food the pantry distributes is donated by individuals, houses of worship, corporations, schools and civic groups. Some food is provided through State and Federal funded feeding programs. The Pantry purchases food when donations run low.
For more information about the Interfaith Food Pantry, including how to apply for assistance or how to help, visit www.mcifp.org
Photo Caption: Carolyn Lake, Assistant Director of the Interfaith Food Pantry accepts a “check” for $7,067 from Bernadette Suarez of Kings Super Market, Morristown. Benadette received an award for selling the most paper apples during the “Pantry Apple Program”, in which shoppers at Kings of Morristown, Mendham, Chatham, Florham Park and Boonton and the Superfoodtown stores of Cedar Knolls and Lake Hiawatha were asked to purchase $1 or $5 apples to benefit the Pantry. 
